
SMMUSD	
  Elementary	
  ELA	
  Committee,	
  06/30/15	
  
	
  

“The	
  Big	
  Picture”	
  
Essential	
  Components	
  of	
  Reading	
  Instruction	
  

	
  
• Print	
  Awareness	
  
• Letter	
  Knowledge	
  
• Phonological	
  Awareness	
  
• Phonics	
  
• Irregular	
  Word	
  Reading	
  
• Multisyllabic	
  Word	
  Reading	
  
• Fluency	
  
• Vocabulary	
  
• Comprehension	
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Print	
  Awareness	
  
is	
  the	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  
forms	
  and	
  functions	
  of	
  
printed	
  language.	
  

Functions	
  of	
  Print	
  

Print	
  carries	
  meaning,	
  can	
  
be	
  used	
  for	
  different	
  
purposes,	
  and	
  
corresponds	
  to	
  speech,	
  
word	
  for	
  word.	
  

Conventions	
  of	
  Print	
  

Print	
  is	
  print,	
  no	
  matter	
  what	
  form	
  it	
  
appears.	
  	
  Words	
  are	
  made	
  up	
  of	
  
separate	
  letters.	
  	
  Words	
  have	
  
boundaries.	
  	
  Sentences	
  are	
  made	
  up	
  of	
  
separate	
  words.	
  	
  Capital	
  letters	
  start	
  
sentences.	
  	
  Punctuation	
  ends	
  sentences.	
  	
  
Text	
  is	
  read	
  left	
  to	
  right;	
  using	
  a	
  return	
  
sweep	
  to	
  the	
  next	
  line.	
  	
  Lines	
  of	
  text	
  are	
  
read	
  from	
  top	
  to	
  bottom.	
  	
  Text	
  
continues	
  on	
  the	
  following	
  pages.	
  

Book	
  Conventions	
  

Books	
  are	
  held	
  right	
  
side	
  up.	
  	
  They	
  have	
  a	
  
front	
  and	
  back	
  cover,	
  a	
  
spine,	
  a	
  title	
  and	
  title	
  
page,	
  an	
  author	
  (and	
  
some	
  have	
  
illustrators).	
  	
  Books	
  
have	
  pages	
  (left	
  is	
  read	
  
before	
  right	
  and	
  they	
  
are	
  turned	
  one	
  at	
  a	
  
time	
  from	
  front	
  to	
  
back).	
  

Letter	
  Knowledge	
  

is	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  learn,	
  recall,	
  
and	
  produce	
  letter	
  names,	
  
sounds,	
  and	
  shapes.	
  

Letter	
  Names	
  	
  
and	
  Shapes	
  

Recognizing	
  letter	
  shapes	
  
and	
  then	
  connecting	
  these	
  
shapes	
  to	
  names.	
  

Letter	
  Sounds	
  

Naming	
  the	
  letters	
  and	
  
ultimately	
  knowing	
  their	
  
sounds.	
  

Letter	
  Formation	
  

Handwriting;	
  the	
  ability	
  
to	
  form	
  the	
  letters.	
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Phonics/Decoding	
  and	
  Word	
  
Recognition	
  

	
  
Phonics:	
  A	
  method	
  of	
  instruction	
  that	
  teaches	
  students	
  the	
  systematic	
  

relationship	
  between	
  letters	
  and	
  letter	
  combinations	
  (graphemes)	
  in	
  written	
  language	
  and	
  
the	
  individual	
  sounds	
  (phonemes)	
  in	
  spoken	
  language	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  these	
  relationships	
  to	
  
read	
  and	
  spell	
  words.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Phonics	
  instruction	
  must	
  be	
  systematic	
  and	
  explicit.	
  	
  

• Systematic	
  phonics	
  instruction	
  is	
  teaching	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  useful	
  sound/spelling	
  
relationships	
  in	
  a	
  clearly	
  defined,	
  carefully	
  selected,	
  logical	
  instructional	
  sequence.	
  	
  

• Explicit	
  phonics	
  instruction	
  refers	
  to	
  lessons	
  in	
  which	
  concepts	
  are	
  clearly	
  explained	
  
and	
  skills	
  are	
  clearly	
  modeled	
  without	
  vagueness	
  or	
  ambiguity.	
  	
  

	
  
Explicit	
  Phonics	
  Lesson	
  Sequence	
  

Phonological	
  Awareness	
  
is	
  an	
  umbrella	
  term	
  that	
  includes	
  
the	
  awareness	
  of	
  the	
  larger	
  parts	
  
of	
  spoken	
  language.	
  

Word	
  
Awareness	
  

Hearing	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  
words	
  that	
  are	
  in	
  a	
  
spoken	
  phrase	
  or	
  
sentence.	
  

Syllable	
  
Awareness	
  

Hearing	
  the	
  
number	
  of	
  syllables,	
  
or	
  beats,	
  in	
  spoken	
  
words.	
  

Onset-­‐Rime	
  
Awareness	
  

Hearing,	
  identifying,	
  and	
  
manipulating	
  the	
  onset	
  (the	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  syllable	
  that	
  comes	
  before	
  
the	
  vowel)	
  and	
  the	
  rime	
  (the	
  
vowel	
  and	
  everything	
  after	
  it	
  in	
  a	
  
syllable).	
  

Phoneme	
  
Awareness	
  

Hearing,	
  identifying,	
  and	
  
manipulating	
  phonemes,	
  
the	
  smallest	
  units	
  of	
  
sound,	
  in	
  spoken	
  words.	
  

Most	
  critical	
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Develop	
  
phonemic	
  
awareness	
  

Introduce	
  
sound/
spelling	
  

Blend	
  
words	
  

Build	
  
automatic	
  
word	
  

recognition	
  

Apply	
  to	
  
decodable	
  

text	
  

Do	
  work	
  to	
  
practice	
  
decoding	
  
(sounding	
  
out)	
  and	
  
encoding	
  
(spelling)	
  

Irregular	
  Word	
  Reading	
  

is	
  reading	
  a	
  word	
  that	
  contains	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  
sound/spelling	
  correspondences	
  that	
  a	
  
student	
  does	
  not	
  know.	
  

Permanently	
  Irregular	
  

One	
  or	
  more	
  sound/spellings	
  in	
  the	
  word	
  are	
  
unique	
  to	
  that	
  word	
  or	
  a	
  few	
  words	
  and	
  
therefore	
  are	
  never	
  introduced.	
  

Temporarily	
  Irregular	
  

One	
  or	
  more	
  sound/spellings	
  in	
  the	
  word	
  have	
  
not	
  yet	
  been	
  introduced.	
  



SMMUSD	
  Elementary	
  ELA	
  Committee,	
  06/30/15	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Multisyllabic	
  Word	
  Reading	
  
is	
  using	
  syllable	
  types	
  and	
  division	
  
principles,	
  identifying	
  af^ixes	
  or	
  word	
  parts,	
  
using	
  ^lexible	
  syllabication	
  strategies.	
  

Morphemes	
  

The	
  meaningful	
  parts	
  of	
  
words.	
  

Af^ixes	
  

Pre^ixes	
  and	
  suf^ixes.	
  

Root	
  Words	
  
Base	
  word;	
  a	
  single	
  word	
  that	
  
cannot	
  be	
  broken	
  into	
  smaller	
  
meaningul	
  words	
  or	
  parts.	
  	
  	
  

Fluency	
  
is	
  a	
  bridge	
  between	
  two	
  major	
  
components	
  of	
  reading	
  -­‐	
  decoding	
  
and	
  comprehension.	
  

Accuracy	
  

The	
  ability	
  to	
  recognize	
  or	
  
decode	
  words	
  correctly.	
  

Rate	
  

How	
  quickly	
  and	
  accurately	
  a	
  
reader	
  reads	
  connected	
  text.	
  

Prosody	
  

Rhythmic	
  and	
  tonal	
  
aspects	
  of	
  speech.	
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Vocabulary	
  Instruction	
  

Incidental	
  	
  

Vocabulary	
  Learning	
  
Rich	
  Oral	
  Language	
  Experiences	
  
Wide	
  Reading	
   	
  

Word	
  Consciousness	
  

Intentional	
  	
  

Vocabulary	
  Learning	
  
Speci^ic	
  Word	
  Instruction	
  
Word-­‐Learning	
  Strategies	
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Reading	
  Fluency	
  

Vocabulary	
  	
  

World	
  Knowledge	
  

Comprehension	
  
Strategies	
  

Motivation	
  


