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Education Specifications
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Outline the physical requirements needed to support the 

educational curriculum/program

• Are based in the Curriculum Goals and Core Values of SMMUSD; 

Education driven and established by Educators

• Help create equity and parity throughout the District while allowing 

unique identities and specialized programs for individual schools

• Are required by California Code of Regulations, Title 5

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

What’s the purpose
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Educational Specifications
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Reflect the educational processes already occurring and the direction learning 

is headed in our schools

• Are a blueprint for a standard; Chart aspirational goals for learning and 

facilities

• Are a metric to compare existing facilities against, not a requirement

• Are used to move our schools toward these goals 

Every space/school will not/cannot be changed to meet 

these standards. Applying the Educational Specifications will 

move all of our school sites toward the goals.

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Are and Are Not
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SMMUSD Educational Specifications
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Establish Future Instructional Delivery That Aligns to Goals of the SMMUSD 

LCAP and Excellence Through Equity Initiative

• Provide 21st Century Learning Environments That Encourage Individual, Small 

Group and All Class Collaboration That Embraces the Unique Programs at 

SMMUSD 

• Design Spaces for Students to Function at the Highest Level 

• Enlist Results Driven Approach to Student Success 

• Increase Student Engagement as Part of a Project Based Learning Model

• Provide a Road Map Designed to Align with Future Facilities Master Planning

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

A Road Map
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SMMUSD Future Delivery Model
Learning Innovation for the 21st Century

Integrated Learning Progression & Whole Child Approach

Linear, Demonstrable Connectivity

Multi-Modal :  Text, Model, Oral, Collect Data,  

Multimedia, Visual Displays, Evidence

A Mix of Pedagogy & Spatial Planning

Dynamic “Non-Classroom” Environments

Nurturing a New Kind of Student

Integrated Learning Progression

E M H

Highly Collaborative & Interactive:  Nimble, Responsive,                   

Connecting With Peers/Globally Connected

Utilize Strategies That Simulate Real World Synthesis 

of Information

Curricula That Adequately Prepares Students

Produce Outcomes That Keep Pace With Future Career Trends

Pre-K

T-K

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Model & the Future of SMMUSD
Learning Innovation for the 21st Century

Reggio Emilia
Inspired 

Environment 

Project 
Based 

Learning

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Whole Child
Approach

Blended Learning
Model

Specialized/
Career Learning

Individualized/
Personalized

Learning

Interest Based
Learning

Inquiry Based
Learning
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Planning / Learning Model for the Future
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Enlarged 
Classroom 

Environments

Break Out Zones
For Independent

Study Areas

Dedicated Wet,
Messy Areas

And Dry Areas
For Maker Activities

Classrooms That
Can Expand

And Contract
For Larger Programs

Space for Push-In
And Pull-Out

Programs

Space to Leave

Multiple
Projection

Walls

Mobile
Technology

1:1 
Relationship

Student
to Device

Ability to 
Film,

Record &
Print

3D
Printer
Access

Fully
Functional

WIFI at
Outdoors

Fully
Programmed

Outdoor
Classrooms

Commons &
Teaming Zones
For a Variety of
Collaboration

Display
Space

Storage
For Project
Materials

Private
Mentoring

Space

Social
Relaxation

Space

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Projects In Place
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Common Themes: Elementary Schools
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Add Pre-K to all Elementary Campuses

• Plan Evolution of Campuses over Time
• Develop Campus Plans and Adjacencies

• Replace Old Portables

• Safe and Secure Environments

• Provide Consistency of Instructional Spaces Across the District
• Technology, WiFi

• Outdoor Learning Spaces

• Focused Pathways; Zone Classrooms for Specific Uses

• Increase Classroom sizes to Accommodate a Variety of Learning Modalities

• Expand Flexibility & Mobility in Classrooms for Project Based Work

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Nurturing a New Kind of Student

What We Heard
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Common Themes: Elementary Schools
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Program Outdoor Space Adjacent to Classrooms to Increase Learning Areas

• Provide Teaming Areas with Additional Amenities, Resources, Space for Pull-

Out Programs, and Learning at Various Scales

• Arrange Science / Art Classrooms to also be Programmed as Maker Spaces to 

Provide for New Uses

• Re-imagine Libraries as Central Hubs On Campus; Expand and Shift to 21st

Century Approach to Resources & Amenities

• Add Separate Multipurpose and Cafeteria at Each Campus to Increases 

Program Opportunities

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Nurturing a New Kind of Student

What We Heard
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Common Themes: Middle & High Schools
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Program Adjacencies on Campuses to Maximize Connections

• Increase Classroom Sizes to Accommodate a Variety of Learning Modalities

• Expand Technology & Teaching Walls to Encourage a Project Based Learning 

Approach

• Add Breakout Spaces Between Classrooms & In Corridors at Existing Buildings 

for Additional Flexibility and Opportunity

• Increase Flexibility & Mobility in Classrooms for Project Based Work

• Allow Indoor/Outdoor Flexibility to Increase Program Opportunities

• Provide Teaming Areas with Additional Amenities, Resources, Space for Pull-

Out Programs, and Learning at Various Scales

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Nurturing a New Kind of Student

What We Heard
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Common Themes: Middle & High Schools
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Define Program Requirements for STEAM

• Program Cafeteria Spaces to Accommodate a Variety of Uses

• Provide Specialized Learning & Career Technical Education Pathways
- Business, Banking & Entrepreneurship - Culinary & Hospitality Management

- Film & Entertainment - Coding & Gaming

- Green Engineering Technology - Professional Music Development

- Visual Arts (3D Visualization, VR, Graphics)

• Establish Pathways from Middle School to Specialized Learning at High Schools

• Develop Partnerships with Community: Local Business, Industry & Higher Ed

• Allow Distance Learning

• Connect Middle School and High School Athletics

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Nurturing a New Kind of Student

What We Heard
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Common Themes: Campus Sites
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

• Security and Safety
• Perimeter Fencing

• Increase Visibility

• Remove Blind Corners Making All Areas Easier to Supervise

• Building Access and Security
• Align Campus Entrances, Improve Main Entrance Security

• Improve Wayfinding

• Drop-Off, Pick-Up, Parking and Pedestrian Access

• Food Service and Nutrition Upgrades
• Whole Child Approach Districtwide

• Campus Gardens

Districtwide Educational Specifications 

Nurturing a New Kind of Student

What We Heard
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Learning Environments – 1st-2nd Grade PBL Classrooms
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 



Santa Monica - Malibu Unified School District 14

Learning Environments – 1st-2nd Grade PBL Classrooms
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – 1st-2nd Grade PBL Classrooms
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – 1st-2nd Grade PBL Classrooms
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – 1st-2nd Grade PBL Classrooms
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Elementary Science and Art Instructional Areas
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Elementary Science and Art Instructional Areas
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Elementary Library
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Elementary Library
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Culinary & Café: Dining, Nutrition and the Whole Child
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Culinary & Café: Dining, Nutrition and the Whole Child
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Outdoor & Intermediate Spaces
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Campus Safety & Security
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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Learning Environments – Campus Safety & Security
Santa Monica – Malibu Unified School District

Districtwide Educational Specifications 
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