
  
  

 

 

  
 

   

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  H I S T O R Y-
A M E R I C A N  C U L T U R E  A N D  E T H N I C  

S T U D I E S  ( A C E S )  

C O U R S E  A P P R O V A L  
M A Y  2 0 2 0  

D R .  S A T I N D E R  B R A R  H A W K I N S ,  E D . D  
A C E S  C O O R D I N A T O R  

H I G H  S C H O O L  H I S T O R Y  C H A I R S  

A M Y  B I S S O N  S A N T A  M O N I C A  H S  
A N D Y  M E Y E R ,  M A L I B U  H S  

D E B O R A H  S I E M E R ,  O L Y M P I C  H S  



 

  
 

     

 
 

 
  

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  S T A N D A R D S  
I N T E G R A T I O N  

A N  O V E R V I E W  O F  W O R K  I N  P R O G R E S S  

All graduates are socially just and ready for college and careers 

SJS 
Cohorts 

U.S. 
History 

TLC 

• 11th grade U.S. History 
teachers created a 
curriculum guide that 
fulfilled the ACES 
requirement 

• Target for Completion: May 
2020 

• The SJS cohorts met monthly and 
members created units of instruction 
to integrate the SJS. 

• Target for Completion: May 2020 

• The TLC begin monthly 
meetings in January 
and integrate SJS into 
their scope and 
sequence. 

• Target for Completion: 
May 2020 

(SMMUSD LCAP Goal 1) 



  

  
     

  
  

    
   

  
     

 

    
   

  

R A T I O N A L E  F O R  N E W  C O U R S E  

THE SANTA MONICA-MALIBU BOARD OF EDUCATION PASSED A GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENT, EQUAL TO 10 CREDITS AND TO COMMENCE WITH THE CLASS OF 2024, 
THAT STIPULATED “ALL STUDENTS PASS AN ADDITIONAL COURSE(S) FROM A LIST OF 
BOARD APPROVED COURSES THAT MEETS AN AMERICAN CULTURES AND ETHNIC STUDIES 
REQUIREMENT.” 

THE AMERICAN CULTURE AND ETHNIC STUDIES (ACES) REQUIREMENT REQUIRES THAT A 
COURSE BE TAUGHT FROM A MINIMUM OF 5 PERSPECTIVES (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO RACIAL, ETHNIC, GENDER, IMMIGRANT, AND SOCIOECONOMIC), INTEGRATES ALL 20 
OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE STANDARDS (SJS) CREATED BY TEACHING TOLERANCE, AND 
INCLUDES A CAPSTONE PROJECT. 

THE 11TH GRADE U.S. HISTORY COURSE, AS RE-WRITTEN BY THE TEAM OF SMMUSD 11TH 

GRADE TEACHERS, FULFILLS THIS REQUIREMENT. STUDENTS WHO ENROLL AND PASS IN 
THIS CLASS WILL HAVE SUCCESSFULLY MET THE BOE ACES REQUIREMENT. 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

T H E  N E W  U . S .  H I S T O R Y  A C E S  
C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  
C O U R S E  O V E R V I E W  

Course details and 
overview that aligns with 

California’s History-
Social Science 

Framework, state 
content standards, and 
SMMUSD BOE ACES 

requirement. It will fulfill 
the “A” requirement for 

the UCs. 



 
     

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

H I S T O R Y - S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  
F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  N E W  U . S .  H I S T O R Y  
A C E S  C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  

Each unit has a brief 
overview and a suggested 

duration.  Guiding 
questions and textbook 
alignment are included. 

The course is fully aligned 
with the state framework 

and state standards for HSS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Education
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


 
    

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

H I S T O R Y - S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  
F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  N E W  U . S .  
H I S T O R Y  A C E S  C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  

Each unit 
includes 

resources from 
Facing History 
to add rigor to 
teaching and 

learning. 



 
    

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

H I S T O R Y - S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  
F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  N E W  U . S .  
H I S T O R Y  A C E S  C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  

Additional 
resources, from 

state and national 
History-Social 

Science 
organizations are 
also included for 

each unit 



 
     

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

H I S T O R Y - S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  
F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  N E W  U . S .  H I S T O R Y  
A C E S  C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  

The course 
includes a PBL 

capstone activity 
called “Be a 
Historian.” 

Resources to 
implement the 
Capstone were 

created. 



 
    

  

 
 

H I S T O R Y - S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  
F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  N E W  U . S .  
H I S T O R Y  A C E S  C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  

Resource folders 
provide shared access 
to teaching materials. 



 
     

  

 
 
 
 

 

H I S T O R Y - S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  
F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  N E W  U . S .  H I S T O R Y  
A C E S  C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  

Materials include 
student activities that 
provide scaffolds and 
other strategies such 
as Thinking Maps…. 



 
    

  

 
 

H I S T O R Y - S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  
F E A T U R E S  O F  T H E  N E W  U . S .  
H I S T O R Y  A C E S  C U R R I C U L U M  G U I D E  

…and PowerPoints, 
pertinent readings, 

and other items. 



 
 

 
 

  
 

C A P S T O N E  
G O A L S :  
C O N N E C T I O N S  
W I T H  L O C A L  
H I S T O R Y  A N D  
L O C A L  
R E S O U R C E S  



N E W  U . S .  H I S T O R Y  
C O U R S E  H A S  B E E N  

G R A N T E D  U C  
A P P R O V A L  F O R  A L L  

T H R E E  H I G H  
S C H O O L S  F O R  

2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  

 
   

 
   

  
 



  
   

 

S M M U S D  1 1 TH  G R A D E  
U N I T E D  S T A T E S  H I S T O R Y  T E A C H E R S  

Matt Flanders 
Adam Panish 

Ned Ackers Maggie Colburn 
Amy Bisson 
Lucas Capra 
Doug Kim 

Andy Meyer 
Deborah Siemer Bryn Boyd 



H I S T O R Y-
S O C I A L  
S C I E N C E  
N E X T  Y E A R ’ S  
G O A L S  

th Grade: Ancient World History 

th Grade: Medieval World History 

th Grade: United States History, Early 

th Grade: Freshman Seminar 

th Grade: World History, Modern 

th Grade: United States History, Modern 

th Grade: Economics 

12th Grade: Government 
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